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• Academic pathway

• ATAR score/University

• Work-focussed pathway

• Is a new program within the VCE replacing 
Intermediate & Senior VCAL from 2023

• Integrates the best elements from the VCE and 
VCAL ensuring Victorian students have access to 
high quality vocational and applied learning 
pathways

• Supports the further development of key attributes 
and skills required for the 21st century including:

# Collaboration and teamwork
# Self-motivation and time management
# Creative thinking
# Problem solving

VCE (traditional) VCE Vocational major

VCE Pathways (Year 11 & 12)



3

VCE Vocational major

● It is flexible and student driven, students are able to design a study 

program that suits their interests and learning needs.

● It prepares students to move into apprenticeships, traineeships, 

further education and training, university (via non-ATAR pathways) 

or directly into the workforce.

● Similar to the old VCAL certificate the VCE VM provides students 

with a more applied program focussed on skill building.
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Year 10 Pathway

Year 9

Year 10 

‘Mainstream’ Year 10 Vocational 

Preparation Pathway 

(VPP)

Year 11 VCE 

Year 12 VCE 

University

TAFE

Apprenticeship

Work

Year 11 VCE 

Vocational Major 

Year 12 VCE 

Vocational Major 

TAFE

Apprenticeship

Work
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Sample timetable 1 - SBAT

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Literacy Literacy

SBAT

Literacy

SBAT

Numeracy Numeracy Numeracy

Personal 
development 

skills

Personal 
development 

skills

Personal 
development 

skills

Work related 
skills

Work related 
skills

Work related 
skills
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Sample timetable 2 – iCreate/SWL

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Literacy Literacy

Private study

Literacy

Structured 
work 

placement 
(SWL)

Numeracy Numeracy Numeracy

Personal 
development 

skills

Personal 
development 

skills

Personal 
development 

skillsiCreate

Work related 
skills

Work related 
skills

Work related 
skills

iCreate
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● Literacy: Writing for purpose, such as reports, presentations etc.

● Numeracy: Practical maths such as measurement, time, finance etc.

● Personal development skills: Work on communication (written and verbal),

working as a team, project planning, time management etc.

● Work related skills: OHS, develop employability skills, knowledge and

attitudes valued within community and work environments as a preparation for

employment. Employability skills are those that reflect personal attributes

valued by employers.

VPP Subjects
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● Wednesday/Friday

● Earn while you learn!

● Complete VET certificate

● Complete meaningful work and apply your skills

● Build your resume and network with future employers

● SBATs often lead into employment/apprenticeships

● VET fees paid by employer (taken out of your wages)

● Workwear supplied (boots etc.)

● You will be treated like an employee, not a school student.

SBAT (School based Apprenticeship/ Traineeship
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SBAT - Horticulture
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SBAT –Warehouse operation
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● Select VPP for Year 10 if you are certain you want to follow a vocational

(hands on, work focussed) pathway;

● If you choose VPP, it is not possible to select VCE mainstream (academic

focus) in Year 11 as you will not have completed Year 10 English, general

maths etc;

● VPP provides a balance of being in school 3 days a week with an SBAT (or

iCreate/work placement combination);

● VPP provides an opportunity to contribute to the WSC community through

projects like the Learning Stone and Indigenous water garden;

● When you make your subject selection via the portal, if you are still

unsure, select VPP and you can change it during course counselling.

Summary
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● Ms Geraldine – Careers and Pathways

● Ms Tomkins – Year 9 Coordinator

● Mr Tickner – Head of Senior School

● Mr Henderson – Assistant Principal

● Talk to your teachers.

Contacts / people to see


